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Abstract

Nowadays social media become one of the main tools to search for various
information and as a tool for public relations, advertise and political communication in order
to present information of the candidate and their political parties. This research is aim to
monitor Thai political situation between September 2018 to February 2019, duration 6
months before an election on the issue of political communication through group discussion
with students in Songkhla Province which will be an elector for this 2019 election. Each
month, there are 50 students joining the group discussion. These students use social media
as a main tool to gain information and make decision for Thailand general election that will
held on 24 march 2019. This research found that students choose to use communication
channels by choosing social media as follows: (1) Face Book (2) YouTube (3) LINE
respectively. There are more and more types of usage especially during January to February
2019, where the government announced the election day which resulting all political parties
making political communication on all channels especially social media. Once gain
information at a satisfactory level student will choosing a political party that will benefits to
the public and nation and also led to the decision of choosing individual of candidates.
Suggestion, all political parties can use social media as a method in self-presentation as well
as party presentation on political communication which in the context that must not
imputation other candidates or political parties and must not in the way of campaigning in
illegal ways. Therefore, should find a creative way of campaigning. This research promotes
and encourages students who are eligible to vote, especially students, first time voter. It is
found that 85 percent of students will participate in this election.
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